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L e arn i n g  Se t  3 :  TAG 3 . 6  
 
Th e  Wh irlig ig  Ch alle n g e  
 
3.6    It e rat e  

“More  Sc ie n c e  an d More  E xplan at ion ” 
R e ad p. 63 an d t h e  t op of  p. 64.  
What happens when there are no paper clips attached to the stem of the whirligig? 
 
 
What are the two effects the paperclips have on the whirligig? 
1. 
 
2. 
 
 

R e ad “E xplain ”  on  pg. 64.  Follow y ou r t e ac h e r’ s in st ru c t ion s for 
re visin g y ou r e xplan at ion .  Writ e  y ou r n e w e xplan at ion  on  a n e w  
Create Your Explanation page .  
 
 
Re ad  page  “R e fle c t ” on  page  65 an d an sw e r t h e  follow in g qu e st ion s.  
 

1. What are some other objects that use air resistance to change how they fall or 
travel?  What pull or push is air resistance opposing in your example? 
 

 
 
 

2. The book support uses opposing pulls and pushes to keep the book in place.  Here, the 
whirligig has opposing pulls and pushes, but it does not stay in one place.  What would 
have to happen to keep the whirligig in one place when you released it?   
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3. Why do you think it was important to return to your explanation to review and 
possibly edit it?  Why might your explanation be a better one by returning to it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   U pdat e  y ou r Project Board w it h  y ou r c lass. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

“Wh at ’ s t h e  Poin t ? ”   
R e ad t h rou gh  t h is se c t ion  on  page  65. 

 
Why is it important for scientists to revise their explanations? 

 
 


